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Description and Purpose

Vehicle equipment fueling procedures and practices are
designed to prevent fuel spills and leaks, and reduce or
eliminate contamination of stormwater. This can be
accomplished by using offsite facilities, fueling in designated
areas only, enclosing or covering stored fuel, implementing spill
controls, and training employees and subcontractors in proper
fueling procedures.

Suitable Applications

These procedures are suitable on all construction sites where
vehicle and equipment fueling takes place.

Limitations

Onsite vehicle and equipment fueling should only be used
where it is impractical to send vehicles and equipment offsite
for fueling. Sending vehicles and equipment offsite should be
done in conjunction with TC-1, Stabilized Construction
Entrance/ Exit.

Implementation

m  Use offsite fueling stations as much as possible. These
businesses are better equipped to handle fuel and spills
properly. Performing this work offsite can also be
economical by eliminating the need for a separate fueling
area at a site.

m Discourage “topping-off” of fuel tanks.

m  Absorbent spill cleanup materials and spill kits should be
available in fueling areas and on fueling trucks, and should

Categories

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

Non-Stormwater
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WM Materials Pollution Control
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be disposed of properly after use.

Drip pans or absorbent pads should be used during vehicle and equipment fueling, unless
the fueling is performed over an impermeable surface in a dedicated fueling area.

Use absorbent materials on small spills. Do not hose down or bury the spill. Remove the
adsorbent materials promptly and dispose of properly.

Avoid mobile fueling of mobile construction equipment around the site; rather, transport the
equipment to designated fueling areas. With the exception of tracked equipment such as
bulldozers and large excavators, most vehicles should be able to travel to a designated area
with little lost time.

Train employees and subcontractors in proper fueling and cleanup procedures.

When fueling must take place onsite, designate an area away from drainage courses to be
used. Fueling areas should be identified in the SWPPP.

Dedicated fueling areas should be protected from stormwater runon and runoff, and should
be located at least 50 ft away from downstream drainage facilities and watercourses. Fueling
must be performed on level-grade areas.

Protect fueling areas with berms and dikes to prevent runon, runoff, and to contain spills.

Nozzles used in vehicle and equipment fueling should be equipped with an automatic shutoff
to control drips. Fueling operations should not be left unattended.

Use vapor recovery nozzles to help control drips as well as air pollution where required by
Air Quality Management Districts (AQMD).

Federal, state, and local requirements should be observed for any stationary above ground
storage tanks.

Costs

All of the above measures are low cost except for the capital costs of above ground tanks that
meet all local environmental, zoning, and fire codes.

Inspection and Maintenance

Vehicles and equipment should be inspected each day of use for leaks. Leaks should be
repaired immediately or problem vehicles or equipment should be removed from the project
site.

Keep ample supplies of spill cleanup materials onsite.

Immediately clean up spills and properly dispose of contaminated soil and cleanup
materials.
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