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Description and Purpose 
Concrete curing is used in the construction of structures such as 
bridges, retaining walls, pump houses, large slabs, and 
structured foundations.  Concrete curing includes the use of 
both chemical and water methods.   

Concrete and its associated curing materials have basic 
chemical properties that can raise the pH of water to levels 
outside of the permitted range.  Discharges of stormwater and 
non-stormwater exposed to concrete during curing may have a 
high pH and may contain chemicals, metals, and fines.  The 
General Permit incorporates Numeric Effluent Limits (NEL) 
and Numeric Action Levels (NAL) for pH (see Section 2 of this 
handbook to determine your project’s risk level and if you are 
subject to these requirements).   

Proper procedures and care should be taken when managing 
concrete curing materials to prevent them from coming into 
contact with stormwater flows, which could result in a high pH 
discharge. 

Suitable Applications 
Suitable applications include all projects where Portland 
Cement Concrete (PCC) and concrete curing chemicals are 
placed where they can be exposed to rainfall, runoff from other 
areas, or where runoff from the PCC will leave the site. 

 
 
 

Categories 

EC Erosion Control 
SE Sediment Control 
TC Tracking Control 
WE Wind Erosion Control 

NS Non-Stormwater 
Management Control 

WM Waste Management and 
Materials Pollution Control 

Legend: 

 Primary Category 

 Secondary Category 

Targeted Constituents 

Sediment  
Nutrients  
Trash  
Metals  
Bacteria  
Oil and Grease  
Organics  
 

Potential Alternatives 

None 
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Limitations 
 Runoff contact with concrete waste can raise pH levels in the water to environmentally 

harmful levels and trigger permit violations.   

Implementation 
Chemical Curing 

 Avoid over spray of curing compounds. 

 Minimize the drift by applying the curing compound close to the concrete surface.  Apply an 
amount of compound that covers the surface, but does not allow any runoff of the 
compound. 

 Use proper storage and handling techniques for concrete curing compounds.  Refer to WM-
1, Material Delivery and Storage. 

 Protect drain inlets prior to the application of curing compounds. 

 Refer to WM-4, Spill Prevention and Control. 

Water Curing for Bridge Decks, Retaining Walls, and other Structures 
 Direct cure water away from inlets and watercourses to collection areas for evaporation or 

other means of removal in accordance with all applicable permits.  See WM-8 Concrete 
Waste Management. 

 Collect cure water at the top of slopes and transport to a concrete waste management area in 
a non-erosive manner.  See EC-9 Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales, EC-10, Velocity 
Dissipation Devices, and EC-11, Slope Drains. 

 Utilize wet blankets or a similar method that maintains moisture while minimizing the use 
and possible discharge of water. 

Education 
 Educate employees, subcontractors, and suppliers on proper concrete curing techniques to 

prevent contact with discharge as described herein. 

 Arrange for the QSP or the appropriately trained contractor’s superintendent or 
representative to oversee and enforce concrete curing procedures. 

Costs 
All of the above measures are generally low cost. 

Inspection and Maintenance 
 Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of 

associated activities.   

 BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated 
project type and risk level.  It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected 
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the 
conclusion of rain events. 
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 Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges 
occur. 

 Sample non-stormwater discharges and stormwater runoff that contacts uncured and 
partially cured concrete as required by the General Permit. 

 Ensure that employees and subcontractors implement appropriate measures for storage, 
handling, and use of curing compounds. 

 Inspect cure containers and spraying equipment for leaks. 
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