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III.   GENERAL NOTES 
 

A. Definitions   
 

Words, phrases and terms used in this text shall be defined in Lake Forest 
Municipal Code Chapter 9.04, except as otherwise defined below: 

 
1. Development Unit. Any portion of any planning unit or tentative tract which 

is to be separately processed and separately constructed as a single unit or 
single project.  

 
2. Planned Unit. Any lettered area shown with the Area Number on the 

Development Plan for the Lake Forest Planned Community 
 
3. Planning Area. Any common numbered area shown on the Development 

Plan. Each Planning Area contains one or more Planning Units. 
 

4. Building Height. The vertical distance measured from the ground level grade 
(the average level of the finished ground surface surrounding a building) to 
the top of the building.  

 
B. Within the Planned Community, the continued use of the land for agricultural 

purposes and other uses similar in character and all necessary structures and 
appurtenances shall be permitted.  

 
C. Grading 

 
1. Prior to the issuance of any building permits related to the proposed Planned 

Community, a thorough preliminary engineering geological and soils 
engineering investigation showing evidence of a safe and stable development 
shall be submitted with the grading plans. The recommendations of the soils 
engineer and geologist shall be incorporated in the grading plan by the design 
Civil Engineer prior to grading permit approval. 

 
2. Grading will be permitted within the Planned Community outside of an area 

of immediate development upon the securing of a grading permit. The 
requirement for “Area Plan pursuant to Note 1” and Section XI of this text 
may be waived by the Director, EMA, for minor borrow or stock piling of 
earth in any planning area 

 
D. Water 
 

Water within the Planned Community will be furnished by the Rossmoor Water 
Company and the Los Alisos Water District. 

 
E. Sanitation 
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1. Purpose and Intent 
 

These areas provide for convenience facilities and goods to serve the needs of the 
immediate neighborhood. This includes limited professional, retail service and 
commercial uses.  

 
This category is designed to serve human daily needs. All uses within this 
classification must be oriented to the immediate neighborhood and compatible 
with adjacent patterns of development. 

 
2. Land Use Regulations and Site Development Standards:   

 
Land use regulations for the Neighborhood Commercial zoning district shall be 
subject to the regulations in Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 9.72.090 (Non-
Residential Land Use Matrix), column “C.” Site development standards for the 
Neighborhood Commercial zoning district shall be subject to the Lake Forest 
Municipal Code Section 9.72.050 (CN Commercial Neighborhood District). All 
new development shall be subject to Site Plan approval as provided for in Section 
XIII. 

 
 
 
B. Community Commercial 
 

1. Purpose and Intent 
 

This category designates land for commercial centers which provide a wide range 
of facilities for retail trade, convenience goods, services, and professional office 
uses. It includes area of larger retail volume than that of Neighborhood 
Commercial. 
 

2. Land Use Regulations and Site Development Standards 
 

Land use regulations for the Community Commercial zoning district shall be 
subject to the regulations in Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 9.72.090 (Non- 
Residential Land Use Matrix), column “C.” Site development standards for the 
Community Commercial zoning district shall be subject to the Lake Forest 
Municipal Code Section 9.72.040 (CC Community Commercial District). All new 
development shall be subject to Site Plan approval as provided for in Section XIII. 
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VI.    INDUSTRIAL REGULATIONS 
 

A. Industrial Park Development Regulations, applicable only to Area 16A 
 

1. Purpose and Intent 
 

This area is indicated on the Development Plan for a special type of large, 
planned industrial area. The area is to be designed and equipped to accommodate 
a community of industries and other uses of land in a manner in which 
compatibility to one another and surrounding areas can be maintained. 
 

2. Land Use Regulations  
 

Land use regulations for the Industrial Park zoning district shall be subject to the 
regulations in Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 9.72.090 (Non-Residential 
Land Use Matrix), column “I” and column “C”. In circumstances where the two 
columns have conflicting processes, the least restrictive process shall be used in 
accordance with the following hierarchy, from the least restrictive process to the 
most restrictive process: Permitted Use (P), Permitted with a Site Development 
Permit (SDP), Permitted with a Use Permit (UP), and Prohibited Use (X). 

 
3. Site Development Standards 
 

a. Site development standards for the Industrial Park zoning district shall be 
subject to the Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 9.72.070 (M1 Light 
Industrial District).  

 
b. The provisions of Chapter 9.124 "Planned Development" District 

Regulations for commercial and industrial uses as set forth in the Orange 
County Zoning Code shall be applicable to this Section VI subject to 
approval of the required Use Permit. 

 
c. Signs shall be permitted in accordance with the provisions set forth in 

Section X, "Sign Standards" of this text. 
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B. Business Park Development Regulations, Applicable Only to Area 16B 
 

1. Purpose and Intent 
 

While the primary intent of the district is to establish industrial uses, limited retail 
and service uses not normally allowed in an industrial zone are allowed. The area 
is to be designed and equipped to accommodate a community of industries and 
retail and service uses in a manner in which compatibility to one another and 
surrounding areas can be maintained. 

 
2. Land Use Regulations 
 

Land use regulations for the Business Park shall be subject to the regulations in 
Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 9.72.090 (Non-Residential Land Use 
Matrix), column “I”.  

 
3. Site Development Standards: 

 
a. The establishment, operation and maintenance of the uses permitted by this 

section shall comply with the site development standards set forth in 9.72.070, 
M1 Light Industrial District, of the Lake Forest Municipal Code Section 
9.72.070. 

 
b. Signs shall be permitted in accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 

X, “Sign Standards” of this text.  
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VIII. OPEN SPACE/PARKS/GREENBELT REGULATIONS 
 

A. Parks 
1. Parks will be provided in accordance with the requirements of the Local Park 

Code. 
 

B. Open Space 
a. Prior to the approval of any tentative tract map or issuance of building or 

grading permits for projects within Planning Unit 1A, the developer shall 
make an irrevocable offer of dedication to the County or other agency 
specified by the Board of Supervisors of a minimum of six acres of land 
located in Planning Unit 1A 

b. The open space areas will be provided substantially as shown on the 
development plan for each planning area. The minimum acreage will be 
stated in the Statistical Analysis, Section II.   

 
IX. COMMUNITY FACILITIES  
 
A. Purpose and Intent 

 
The Community Facilities Section of the Lake Forest Planned Community 
District Regulations is established to provide for those additional uses which may 
be compatible with the basic permitted uses, but which need the additional review 
provided for the Use Permit procedure pursuant to Chapter 9.184 of the Lake 
Forest Municipal Code. 
.  

B. Uses Permitted Subject to a Use Permit as Provided in Chapter 9.184 of the Lake 
Forest Municipal Code. 

 
1. Public and private recreation uses and facilities whether or not carried on for 

profit, including equestrian centers, golf course, community center, lakes and 
related facilities.  

 
2. Churches, fire stations, libraries and other public and quasi-public facilities. 
 
3. Establishments for the care of preschool children. 
 
4. Signs identifying or giving direction to permitted uses and facilities or 

identifying sites of future uses and facilities. 
 
5. Recreation vehicle storage yards. 
 
6. Other uses similar in character with those listed above, which the Planning 

Commission finds to be compatible with the surrounding permitted uses.  
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C. Development Standards 
 

1. Building Height: Community facility structures shall not exceed 50 feet in 
height. 

 
2. Building Setback Regulations: Community facility structures shall be located 

a distance at least equal to twice the height of the structure from all building 
site boundaries unless modified by the approval of a Use Permit. 

 
3. Screening and Landscaping: Screening and landscaping shall be installed in 

conformance with Section 9.144.060 of the Lake Forest Municipal Code. 
 

4. Off-Street Parking: In accordance with Section 9.168.010 of the Lake Forest 
Municipal Code.  

 
 
X.  SIGN STANDARDS 
 
A. For those areas not within the SR “Sign Restrictions” District, as applied by the 

Orange County Zoning Codes, the following sign standards shall apply 
 
B. Signs Permitted in All Planning Units 
 

1. Signs advertising the sale, lease or rental of the property upon which the sign 
is located. Such signs shall not exceed a vertical height of 16 feet, a horizontal 
length of 10 feet, or a total area of 32 feet.  

2. Signs denoting the architect, engineer, or contractor placed on the premises 
where construction, repair or renovation is in progress. Such signs shall not 
exceed a vertical height of 16 feet, a horizontal length of 8 feet, or a total area 
of 24 square feet.  

 
3. Signs or bulletin boards customarily incident to places of worship, libraries, 

museums, social clubs or societies, cemeteries, and other public or 
eleemosynary institutions. Such sign shall not be erected in the public safety 
area or exceed a total area of 24 square feet.  
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